
 

Zone Coordinator’s  Report  - ZONE MEETING 21st  June 2015                           

Having survived my first year as Zone Coordinator I would like to thank everyone who has helped 
along the way. Even though I had been around the zone for several years, when I was persuaded to 
take on the role I was not aware of much that it entailed. It has been a very sharp learning curve! 
Without the assistance of “old hands” Irene’ Dasey and Sarah Risby, as well as the wonderful people 
at Inverell and Tamworth centres, my first year would have been disastrous (maybe some feel that it 
was anyway). 

A special thanks to Leteisha Hope from Athletics Glen Innes for being zone trustee & co-signatory for 
the zone and regional bank accounts. 

Bearing in mind that zone administration can take virtually any form, I hope that this meeting will 
create a zone committee with representatives from each centre to improve communication and share 
involvement in athletics across the zone.  “Splendid isolation” isn’t a model I want to continue. 

2014 Zone Championships – Inverell:  216 athletes entered, of whom 195 turned up. Centres 
provided 48 officials.  We ran without the key positions of Track Referee and Field Referee being 
filled, and got through more by good luck than good management.  I don’t intend to have that situation 
again this season! 

We need at least one person (in addition to myself) to train to use Meet Manager computer program 
and then operate the computer at Zone Championships. LANSW is happy to provide training at 
Armidale. We need to advise names, venue and preferred date as soon as possible. 

The Zone Championships ran at a small profit thanks in part to Inverell Council waiving ground hire 
fees for Varley Oval. 

Region 1 Championships –Tamworth:  Due to changes in policy at LANSW, the venue originally 
proposed by the previous Zone Coordinator was rejected and the Tamworth Regional Athletics Centre 
was the only venue in our Zone that LANSW would accept. This meant that Tamworth centre was 
given very short notice and the announcement of the venue was delayed for all centres. I want to pay 
tribute to Adam and the other members of the Tamworth committee who rose to the challenge and 
enabled us to hold a very successful Region 1 Championship.  According to the computer operators, 
over 700 athletes participated at Region, with the majority of centres fulfilling their officials’ duties.  

Our total balance in the Zone and Region 1 accounts at the end of the season is $3970.36 with a 
cheque for $550 still to be presented (Sports Marketing).  ($3420.36) 

2016 Region 1 Championships will be hosted by Mid North Coast Zone  . The LANSW Board 
has approved  holding it at  the Hunter Sports Centre, Glendale on 21st and 22nd February 
2016. 

State Championships: Congratulations to all the athletes from New England Zone who qualified for 
and competed at state.  Thanks and congratulations to the officials and parent-helpers from our zone 
who fulfilled our commitment.  LANSW tries to keep the number of centre helpers needed to a 
minimum, but they simply do not have enough nominated qualified officials to do the whole job. While 
all parents would love to be able to watch their children for every event, it won’t always be possible, 
so be prepared for jobs to be allocated at all levels from Zone through to State. 

An initiative suggested at the 2015 Zone Co workshop was for Zone Coordinators to be “assistant 
team manager” for all centres in their zone, and possibly act as proxy team manager for centres with 
only one or two families at Region or State.  I would be happy to undertake this role, and be 
contactable by mobile phone wherever I happen to be working at the carnival. 



2016 State Championships will again be a timed carnival – however there will not be a printed 
program for purchase – the full program will have to be downloaded from the LANSW website.  There 
will be no gate entry fee at 2016 State. 

Officials: Congratulations to all who have done Officials’ exams at D and C Grade level, and 
especially those who have completed the practical component of their C Grade “tickets”.  

One of my goals this season is to have more people qualify as officials, whether it be under the old 
LANSW system or the new Athletics Australia system (AAOES) when it finally comes into being.  In 
order to achieve this I am prepared to conduct/organise officials’ seminars at one or more locations 
throughout New England Zone. I would also hope that those who have gained qualifications and 
realise that it isn’t all that difficult will spread the word to others and encourage them to do likewise! 
Ideally every committee member and every age manager in every centre should have at least D 
grade qualifications in at least one event!  

Coach education: LANSW will be conducting ITC courses throughout the state, with one scheduled 
for Gunnedah at this stage. The course is being reduced to 6.5  hours, with the fee remaining at $95. 
LANSW Coaching & Development plan to work on a two-year cycle with a course to be offered in 
2016 at Inverell. Other centres are still welcome to apply but cannot be guaranteed success. 

Also available is the free “Getting Started” one-day course which covers the basics or officiating and 
event skills. LANSW is really keen to see this one go ahead. A presenter’s guide and DVD are 
available so that the course can be delivered at centre level by your own members, or by others such 
as Zone Coordinator.  

I am hoping that someone will consider taking on a role of Coaching Coordinator at Zone level at this 
meeting.  

As an accredited level 2 AEGS coach for Jumps and Throws I am happy to help out as a coach where 
I can, however my commitment to the athletes I already coach and my Zone Co role must take first 
priority. 

Regional Support Officer: LANSW will be calling for applications in the very near future for a (paid) 
Regional Support Officer to be based in Tamworth.  The first such position at Dubbo  has already 
been filled.  This person will work with LANSW and the Zone Coordinator(s) to develop and progress 
Little Athletics in our area. 

Succession Planning: The Zone Coordinator position will come up for election again in 2016. At this 
stage, my health being OK and my wife in agreement I will probably stand for the position, but would 
be perfectly happy to see somebody else take it on. That said, I don’t see myself standing again in 
2018, so by then we will need to have found somebody to take it on. It would be great if somebody 
was prepared to understudy the position (possibly as an assistant Zone Coordinator). I need your help 
to identify and recruit! 

Russell Scott 
 

Zone Coordinator 
E: nezoneco@gmail.com 

Ph 0418253867 

Facebook: http:// www.facebook.com/NewenglandzoneLA 
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